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Are you listening to us?

“The higher education system should be
mare vibrant and sensitive to the needs
of the country and state. If the education
system addresses our issues, we would
achieve better results,” he says

What needs your attention
4 5 "Development of relevant skills needs
immediate attention. The universities
The number of ®. \ may shift their expectations from ‘what
years he spent in 4 the students should know’ to ‘what the
research and teaching students can do’,” he opines

@.1

" Professor (Dr) Premendu P Mathur, the new Vice-Chancellor of Birla Global University, shares
his thoughts on online education and research while Seema Rajpal listens in keenly

orabout three months now,
Birla Global University
— (BGU, Bhubancswar has
had a new Viee-Chanecellor,

the prolific Professor (Dr)
Premendo P Mathure. The research.
or and scientist has held several posis
at prestigious varsities like KIIT and
Pondicherry University and has been
the recipient of awards like the Asu-
tosh Mookerjee Memorial Award
{(ISCA) and Young Scientists Award
{ISCA) among others. He calls his
journey exciting and rewarding and
hopes that he is able to contribute to
BGU in a substantial way
“The countrics and
states where budget allo-
cation is higher perform
better, Our country has
around 3 per cent of the
GO dedicated to the edu-
cation sector: The govern-
ment needs o allecate

gity vigibility all over the country:
We started very innovative teaching
programmes there which are very
successful and continue to attract
students from all over the country.
Centre of Exeellence in Bioinformat-
icg is one of them. I had launched a
Study In India programme which
also attracted students from all over
the world, When [ joined KIIT it was
alzo in the growth phase. [ could con-
tribute quite significantly to their
academic programme which paid
them off. Now, the university has
become an Institution of Eminence,
I have taken over as the Viece-Chan-
cellor of BGU a litile over
three months ago and 1
hope that 1 would be able
to make some innovative
changes so that the uni-
versity also gains visibil-
ity across the country and
becomes a reputed place

more money in the higher of study

education system in order _ i

to increase the quality of L A 4 As the VC of BEGU,
education in the country,” When the educa- what are some of
ppim:-.t the ¥C wl;m as!l::r_-d tion system inclines the changes that you
about the upcoming union towards skill devel- want to bring about in
budget session and what i the university?

should be its focus ares
when it comes to allocats
ing an appropriate bud-

opment, things may
improve and create
manpower who e

At the outsef, 1 wani o
strengthen the  beach-
programmes  and

got for education. In this could get employed 150 improve the faculfy
way, prof Mathur shares and become entre-  gutput in terms of their
his thoughts with regards preneurs research papers and in-
o online education, re- Prof PP Mathur novation, Today the chal-

search and how he wants
his tenure at BGU o go.
Excerpis from the conversation:

From being a researcher in the

fields of Endocrinology, Toxicol-
ogy and Bloinformatics, to being the
VC of Pondicherry University, KIIT
and now BGU (not discounting the
various roles held in between), how
has the journcy been so far for you?
My journey from Pondicherry Uni-
versity to Birla Global University
has been extremely exciting and
rewarding. When [ joined Pondich-
erry University, it was at a formative
stage and 1 could translate my ideas
there which gave me and the univer-

lenges are way too many

and we have to implement
the new National Education Policy
while strengthening our teaching
programmes, 1 am sure that the fac-
uliy will help much more to take this
university 1o a higher level, We have
recently intrpduced some innovative
courses like MBA (Banking Technaol-
opy), BSe (Data Science) and MBA
Business Analyiics,

In a period where the educa-
tion system is in flux, caught
between online and offline classes,
what will the future of Indian edu-
cation be?
Onee the pandemic is over, education

THE BIG PROELEM THAT CONTINUES TO PERSIST

Prof Mathur strongly feels that the academic institutions are not changing their
methodology and they are continuing to heavily fotus on testing the memory
of students rather than looking at insevation and preblem-solving

arpund the world will never be the
game again. The best of onling and
the best of offline would get integrat-
ed and the learning experience of
the siudenis would be enriched. [ am
talking about a hybrid mode of teach-
ing in which information coull be
eiven online while skill development
could be offline, With over 1.6 billion
students worldwide, it is a herculean
task to bring them back to the formal
education system.

o Since the main criticism
O against online learning is that
it doesn't penetrate into every
corner of India, In your polnt of
view, what's the best way to ensure
academics doesn't take a hit?
[ feel that after the pandemic has
waned, the government and the in-
stitwtions should work together (o
improve the basic digital resources
negded for online interaction. We
may prepare ourselves better for
the next eventuality Development
of digital and technological infra-
structure is most important in the
present context.

It has been stated various

times before that neither the
guality nor quantity of research in
India is enough. Is the Natlonal Edu-
cation Policy going to be the shot in
the arm that research neaeds or is it
going to take much more than that?
Most of the institutions lack facili-
ties and manpower for quality re-
search in India. It is a challenge o
increase the gquantity of research
without compromising on quality
The National Education Policy, if im-
plemenied properly by all the states,
could address this issue and some of
the universities would be designated
as research universities where the
focus will be predominantly on re-
search and innovation. 1 hope that
the required funding would be made
available to the universities so that
they can be competitive enough, We
also need to set up business incuba-
tor facilities in the educational insti-
tutions to nurture start-ups.
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 TO STRIVE

FOR EXCELLENCE

BY SUBHRA KAR

245\
6y, BGU
BIRLA GLOBAL
A."‘.‘ UNIVERSITY
In the last 45 years of his career as an academician and academic administrator,
Dr. P.P. Mathur has made a significant contribution to a number of eminent
institutions across the globe. Apart from serving as the Head of Department
of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology and the Dean, School of Life Sciences at
Pondicherry University, Dr.Mathur has served as a Visiting Professor in many
reputed institutions including Rockefeller University, New York; Westfalische
Wilhelms Universitat Munster, Germany; Cleveland Clinic, Ohio, USA and
Hamad Medical Centre, Qatar and the Rockefeller Foundation Special Post-
doctoral Fellowship Award at the Population Council Centre for Biomedical
Research, New York, USA in his career so far. After successfully completing a
5-year term as the Vice-Chancellor of KIIT at Bhubaneswar during 2012-2017,
as Dr. Mathur has taken up a new assignment as the vice-chancellor of Birla
Global University (BGU), Bhubaneswar. IT TEAMS talked to him to know about
his stance on BGU and his plans to take the varsity to the new pinnacle of
success.

P.P. MATHUR

Vice-Chancellor
Birla Global University
Bhubaneswar



What is your vision regarding BGU,
BBSR?

My wision for Birla Global
University is to make the University
a multi-disciplinary University with
a large number of programmes.
The University would produce
students who are not only globally
competitive but also continuous
learners.  The University would
create an ecosystem where industry
and academics will be together. The
University would also endeavor to
become a translational hub and
provide incubation facility for
budding entrepreneurs.

How do you plan to build on the
success of BGU, BBSR?

Birla Global University has very
successfully started Management,
Communication, Humanities &
Social Sciences, Commerce and
Law courses. | would strengthen
the existing programmes and will
start many new courses so that
students get very wide experience.
Through choice based credit system,
the students will be allowed to
take courses being offered in other
schools depending on their interest.

The University should be able to
implement the National Education
Policy in letter and spirit.

What opportunities do you see for
BGU, BESR to play on the national or
international stage?

Birla Global University, being
a private state University, can
collaborate with various national/
international institutions and can
offer courses which would be unique
and useful for various segments of
the society. The University will focus
on its social responsibilities towards
the global society. The University
will add courses which will increase
skill development.

You
experience in the held of education
and academics. How do you see the
changes which have taken place
in the higher education sector in
Odisha?

have over 45 vyears of

There has been a dramatic
change in the education scenario in
Odisha. We now have a large number
of public and private institutions
which are involved in providing
education in various areas as per
the demand of the society. One very

important aspect is that the state
has most of the top ranking national
institutes like 11T, AIIMS, IIM, NISER,

NIFT, WT, IMMT, CIPET etc. In
recent years, a large number of
private and public Universities have
been started, which provide learning
opportunities to the students of the
state. In addition, many private
institutions have made their names
nationally and internationally in
providing quality education.

Since the education Sector has been
one of the most affected sectors
due to pandemic, what do you feel
can help in the revival of the loss of
around one academic year?

The COVID-19 pandemic has
played havoc across various sectors
including the educational sector. The
Government has been trying very
hard so that the students do not sufler
the loss of one academic year. Many
of the institutions have conducted
online classes and recently fnal
year students have been allowed to
come to the campuses. I believe that
the effective actions taken by the
institutions would help the students
to save the loss of one year.
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‘BGU will focus on its

Birla Global Uriversicy, see up
with an abjective to be the best
destination for aspéring
new-gen professionals, is
cormmitted to redefine “quality’
in education with state-of-the-
art facilities, best of

infrastriecture and finest faculty.
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E‘I‘ Mathar, the YO of Bhu banevwar-based
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Profeoar Mathus, shuring abreery chat with
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= Tell us aboul 8GU. Howw do you plan |3 build
om its currenl UB(C e4s7
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cducanon by ui]"-:ruu[ mkyane courses 1n
Management, Law, Humamnes & Socal
Soacnoes, and Comsrarncion. The modalks
T gty moskrmsed reguilacly by chedse and
reams of Boulnes. For s are, sourses i
Busincsy Mamagenrenk ar¢ berxhmarked
againt the best a atlrhle m the cvuatry
and specaahsapons like Busines Amlyno
and Ranking Tocdhnology are beng wided
from thed 3cademus wesason. The unmverugy

it 3 beaundu ancd PICIUICHIUS Camps
with madsrm reacancmal facdines. The
Schond of Communxaton has  the bost
of laboratory Gabexs.  Laspired by the
'F-hﬁnruath\ of 1ts lounders late KK Bl
and late Sarala Dew Bels, BGL stnves doe
ewx Bence i teachung and rescarch and en-
ouurage diversaty' and mcluavanen. 1 plan
it kake she quality of cducrtive to the next
bevel o ewcellonce

® With years of e ipetience behind, bow do you
e the Changes that harve Laken place in Indlis
education syslem over the years?

B The higher oducasaon system 1s at the
ﬂtn;th(.i.l of rarsdormanom. | he focus
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# YWhat will be your Approach ol governance
s AVC?

B My vaon tor BlL 15 1o make st a2 muln-
divaphnary varady Raving a lurge numbser
of comarses. 1 also ward O pradoce stusdents
wheo will be corntanit karno and can com-
pere on t:!niul phﬂ]ﬂni Ihe Univerany
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.

¥ Whal opportunities 40 you se¢ Tor BGU
at national and ghebal slages?
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& Soonal Samees, Commance and law
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social responsibilities’

A brief profile

Professor PP Mathur & a réSéancher of greal
glature i the academic communty. He wis 2
Profes sor and Mead, Degatment of

Bioche mestry & Molétuldr Biology and Dean,
Sohoa | of Life Scentes, POnCiChenry Univer sity
(P, Earlber, hve Sisrvad 1S The W of KT
University. Me |5 B2 2 Felbow of Katiomal
Arademy of Meded Sciences (Inda), Kational
Arademy of Soanies, Inda (NAST and Indian
Science Congreds ASSocation (BCA). He
served a5 Gemdydl SeCretary (St entific
Activities) of Bhe VSCA (2016-19). He s Vice-
President, Asian Association of Aedralogy and
wis on various Comaniitees of the Soci ety for
the Study of ReperDaaCtion, USA. Besades, he (s
a member of Court of the Cenral Unlversity of
Kanataia aed hid Sirved 33 member of Courll,
Excutiee Coutd | and Academic Councl of PU.
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i thaas academic progr ammey whah pasd
ot Now the Univierane has bogons an in-
stitubon of ¢ maxnce. § have takom over as
the Vice-Chancellor of BGLY arpund s
maxths ago. | hope that 1 wouk! be ablke
o ke oo mnoncatve O IFI..":I- o mabe
the vamngy gan naton 8 veabehiny
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" Many private institutions in India are becoming
competitive, Says Vice-Chancelior of BGU
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a self-financed private unitary
University and has been estab-
lished by the enactment of Birla
Global University Odisha Act, 2015.
Professor PP Mathur, Vice-
Chancellor of BGU in an
interview with FPJ
shares the vision of
the university and the
role of private uni-
versities in the
country.

Bu'la Global University (BGU) is

Edited excerpts
below :

It has been five years
sgince BGU in
Bhubaneswar came into
being. What do you think are

its salient features and USPs?
The University aims to be the best
destination for aspiring new-gen pro-
fessionals. It is committed to rede-
fine ‘quality’ in education with state-
of-the-art infrastructure and very
learned and committed faculty The
LUniversity is very friendly to the stu-
dents and tries to realise their
dreams by providing relevant cours-
es which are updated periodically.
The University also provides multi-
disciplinary courses and helps them
to develop their communication
skills. The University translates the
Birla philosophy of promoting Art
and culture. The University is offer-
ing courses under a choice based
credit system and has already start-
ed adopting various aspects of NEP
2020,

M

Are you planning to expand to new-
er areas of learning and research?
Any new courses on the anvil?

The University currently offers
Bachelor's, Master’s and doctoral
programs under Schools of Manage-
ment, Commerce, Social Science &
Humanities, Communication and
Law From this academic vear, we
will be starting a School of Applied
Sciences with courses in Data Sci-
ences. We have also started MBA In
Business Analytics and specialisa-
tion in Banking Technology Eventu-
ally, we plan to add many more ap-
plied courses including LLM.

COVID-19 pandemic has caused se-
rious disruptions to various sec-
tors and education is certainly one
of theny. What changes have you
adopted to ensure academics does-
n't suffer?

Of course, the current pandemic has
caused disruptions in higher educa-
tion in the whole u.nrld Since our
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¢ University has a
¢ good IT infra-

b structure and the

* students were also
F connected the teach-
" ing did not suffer. But
the classroom experi-

o™= once cannot get replicated
in online teaching. However, the ex-

aminations were held in time and
thus the students could graduate in
time and also could get jobs and ad-
missions in higher classes. The
teachers adapted to online teaching,
mentoring and conduct of proctored
online examinations, Our admis-
sions as well as training and place-
ments were also done through online
mode.

Private Universities are seen as ex-
pensive and elitist. Would you
agree?

Private institutions appear to be ex-
pensive but the kind of services they
provide in the life cycle of a student
has to be weighed too. They are
much more progressive and adopt
changes in all the academic aspects
like syllabi, examinations, fraining
and placements. In most of the so-
called elitist private institutions chil-
dren from the middle-class domi-
nate. Parents feel that their children
will get a better deal in the private
institutions which many times is
true. They plan and save money for
sending their children to private in-
stitutions right from primary school-
ing. I have seen that many private in-
stitutions in India are also becoming
competitive and are trying to pro-
vide the best education.

How do you think BGU can collabo-
rate with other institutions of
higher learning, private and state-
run, to ensure parity and inclusive-
ness?

BGU has been collaborating with
various institutions of higher learn-
ing and professional bodies in order
to provide the students best learning
experience. The University prepares
a Very progressive course curricu-
lum with inputs from academicians
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and industrial experts. We prepare a
better syllabus than most of the
state-run Universities. BGU encour-
ages students from diverse back-
grounds and offers a large number of
scholarships.

What is vour vision for BGU and
what would be the timeframe to
implement it?

My vision is to see BGU as a multi-
disciplinary institution with vari-
ous branches of science, humanities
and social sciences available to stu-
dents. We have alreadv taken steps
to start a new School of Applied Sci-
ences from this year. It is a never-
ending process but ['wish to see a
large number of options available to
the students within the next five
years,

Any words of advice for students,
teachers, researchers and parents?
I wish to share that the institutions
must maintain good relationships
with all the stakeholders. 1 would
suggest that teachers should always
strive for the best in teaching, re-
search and social responsibilities.
Teaching methodology has to be con-
stantly reviewed and problem-solv-
ing abilities, adaptability, and cre-
ativity along with soft skills should
be tested. At the end of the day, the
stakeholders look for how resource-
ful vou are, how much vou can deliv-
er for their benefit and how vou con-
duct yourself. So, we should have the
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right kind of attitude. We must trvto |

learn throughout life. The students
must also be taught to be lifelong
learners. We must have constant dia-
logue with parents.

Anything else that you would want

to highlight or add.

[ would like to urge the students to

dream big and keep themselves en-

gaged to chase them. Never give up.

Your life is not made up of DNA, pro- .

tein and fat alone but most impor-
tantly with time. Never waste it. Do
not try to emulate others but live
yvour own dreams. A small failure
may be a prelude to big success.
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